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D. . 


Fair Ellen. 


(By E.Geibel.) 


May God in his mercy be good to us now, Fair Ellen stood with a fixed look, 
What boots it to shriuk from dying? And brightly her eyes were aglowing: 
No bread to sustain us the long day through, |“The Campbells are coming, I told you true, 
No shot to the foemen replying: I hear the bugle blowing! 
But pray for rescue and that right soon, The Pibroch is borne adown the wind, 
To come to our leaguer’d tower; The tones on the breezes quiver, 
Though yonder the morning be low’ring red "Neath the tread of battalions that hurry along 
TheresDeath in the sunset hour. Afar the plains do shiver.” 

Lord Edward spoke; downhearted and sad Ah maiden, we listen and listen in vain, 
His Sallant veterans stayed; And fast the hours are flying, 
Fair Ellen leant on a cannon near, The breach is wide and the storm is ni£h, 
In tartan plaid arrayed. There’s Honour, Honour in dying. 
There's e’en a spell on the bouny face, Fare well then wife and child at home! 
The lost look heavenward turning, And the Highland lochs and the heather! 
And straißhtway like to a wraith she rose And now for the last time God speed the shot, 
Her eyne all darksome burninß. Let your swords be unsheathed together. 
“O haste ye, haste to the rampart high, And the volley rang, and the fight was hot, 
Look out i’the misty $loaming? And smoke hung thickly before them, 
Methoußht I heard in the distance far The eolours droop’d, but fair Ellen rose, 
The marech, the Campbells coming. And forward right boldly she bore then 
Oh list to the rolling sound of drums, “Oh stay, oh stay ’tis the pipes I hear, 
The Pibroch I hear them playing, The sound draws nearer and nearer, 
"We eome for the sake of our olden troth’ Ha! see, there’s a rent in the mist 
Oh list what the breezes are saying.” And the sight grows elearer and elearer.” 


Ah Maiden, I ween thou art sore distraught,| And they broke on the foe like a Highland storm 


Nought hast thou seen or heard And nearer and louder becoming 

Save deep blue sky, and yellow sand, Far over the mist there sounded the march, 

And dele reeds by breezes stirred. The march, the Canmıpbells are coming. 

And the sun arose to his midday heißht, There's a shimmer of steel o’er the far spreadiug plain, 
And tlıe sun pass’d over the heaven. From the squadrons for battle arrayed 

And nearer and nearer tlıe last hour came, With their plaids and gay plumes in their bonnets they come, 
And sadly the farewell was given. And England®% flag displayed. 


And the foemen fled, and they enter’d the gate, 
And Ellen’ voice rose to heaven: 
Were sav’d by the bond of our olden troth, 
To God praise and honour be given! 
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